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Exhibit 1:  

2001 Core Area Streetscape Standards  
 

 
The Guidelines, as adopted by City Council on September 26, 2001, established design 
standards for a specific sub-area of Uptown described as the “Uptown Core” and defined by 
Church Street on the west, the “trolley/rail corridor” (now known as the CATS LYNX Blue Line) 
on the east, the John Belk Freeway bridge (I-277) on the south and the Brookshire Freeway 
bridge (I-277) on the north.  The Guidelines incorporated the following elements:  Tryon Street 
Mall Streetscape Standards; Core Uptown Streetscape Standards; Rail Transit Corridor 
Streetscape Standards; and a Drawing Set.    
 
Subsequent to the adoption of these standards, revisions to the Charlotte Land Development 
Standards Manual superseded design standards for street tree plantings.  Therefore, the pages 
that contained such outdated standards have been deleted.   



 

 Exhibit 1:  1-2 

 



 

 Exhibit 1:  1-3 

 



 

 Exhibit 1:  1-4 

 
 
9/28/01 

Tryon Street Mall Streetscape Standards 
Location 

The Tryon Street Mall shall extend from the John Belk Freeway Bridge to the Brookshire Freeway Bridge. 
See the Core Uptown Streetscape Plan for a graphic representation of the standards required within the 
Tryon Street Mall. 
 
Background 

The original Tryon Street Mall was completed in 1985 and was located on Tryon Street from Stonewall 
Street to Eighth Street, and Trade Street from Church Street to College Street. Renovations have been or 
will be made to the original mall. The renovations retain the design characteristics of the original mall 
while improving the infrastructure and protecting existing trees. The mall expansion shall include all block 
faces along Tryon Street and extend from the John Belk Freeway Bridge to the Brookshire Freeway 
Bridge. Within the mall expansion area the streetscape shall conform to the Tryon Street Mall Streetscape 
Standards.  
 
Escrow 

The City will discuss the option of establishing an escrow account for site improvements if the project‟s 
Mall block face frontage is 25% or less than the total length.  
 
Definitions 

Original mall -The original Mall is the area constructed in 1985 and located on Tryon Street from 
Stonewall Street to Eighth Street, and Trade Street from Church Street to College Street (for purposes of 
reference in this document the original Mall will not include the block at the intersection of Tryon Street 
and Trade Street since those blocks contain a unique design that will not be repeated in any other 
locations).  
Mall expansion - Any area(s) beyond the original Mall where the Tryon Street Mall Streetscape 
Standards are implemented. 
Block - A four-sided area bounded by four public streets with no public streets passing through that area. 
Block face - One side of a block. 
Mall block - Two block faces within the mall that are opposite each other. 
 
References    
The specific details referenced in this plan are located in one of the following documents: 
CCTO- City of Charlotte Tree Ordinance 
CMDS- Charlotte-Mecklenburg Development Standards 
TSMSS- Tryon Street Mall Streetscape Standards (this is a specific section within the CMDS) 
Design Guidelines for the Precast Paver System for the Public Sidewalks of Uptown Charlotte 
 
1. General Design Criteria - Required 

1. The existing Mall has a very consistent design that must be maintained in any Mall expansion. 
In laying out any expansion, one side of the street shall be symmetrical to the opposite side. 
2. The building setback on the mall shall be a minimum of 20‟ from the back of curb. 
3. No above ground, freestanding utility structures shall be permitted.  
4. Recessed areas along the curb for valet or pick-up/drop-off zones are prohibited. 
5. The location of streetscape elements must comply with all other applicable City and County 
ordinances. 

 

2. Street Trees – Required 
Willow Oak trees shall be located 30‟ on center; adjustments for site conditions allow for the 

spacing to vary from 27‟ on center to 33‟ on center.  The Willow Oaks shall be planter in a planter. 
The center point of trees in tree planters shall be located no closer than 14„ from the beginning of 
a radius of an intersection. See TSMSS-Street Trees details. If during construction an existing 
tree is damaged and the City determines that it must be replaced, then it shall be replaced as per 
the Mall standard, see TSMSS-Street Trees for details. 

3. Drainage – Required   



 

 Exhibit 1:  1-5 

There must be a continuous drainage system through all planting areas.  That drainage system 
must have positive flow for the length of the block and drain into the storm sewer system.  The 
storm sewer must meet all City regulations. See TSMSS-Street Trees for location of drain: 

 
4. Irrigation – Required   

Each block face shall have a separate double check valve. The double check valve, 
accompanying meter and controller shall be positioned to be able to irrigate the entire block and 
shall be located at the end of the Mall block face with the lowest elevation for drainage of the 
system. The developer will only be required to install irrigation in those planters that they are 
installing. Each block face and any ornamental planters will be controlled with a different valve. 
The irrigation controllers shall be located on the bench support of the bench nearest to the meter 
and double check valves.  All irrigation systems shall meet CMU requirements. See TSMSS-
Irrigation for details. 
 
If mall expansion does not include the lowest elevation in the block face, then the developer must install the 

irrigation components in the utility chase and stub out the system into the tree planters or ornamental 

planters. The developer will then be required to escrow the value of the drip irrigation for the planters that 

they installed. The City will be responsible for watering the planters until the irrigation meter; double check 

valves and controller are installed in that block face. 

 
5. Pavements – Required  

The material required for the sidewalk and planters for any mall expansion shall be as follows 
with colors and finishes to match the original Mall. All efforts shall be made to keep underground 
structures such as; lids for gas valves, water valves, manholes and meter boxes out of the 
sidewalk pavements. There shall be a concrete sub base under all pavements and in areas 
around tree planters the sub base shall be reinforced with rebar to prevent heaving by the trees. 
The following is the criteria for the pavements/hardscapes. See TSMSS-Pavements for details. 

 Curbing- The curbing within the Mall shall be granite laid with a concrete footing. 

 Pavers- The pavement of the Mall shall be 41/2” x 9” x 60mm (80mm for driveways) 
concrete pavers and be located in the area defined by the two granite bands. Pavers will 
be laid in a herringbone pattern that begins at the granite banding next to the curb. The 
pavers shall be a blend of three colors. See Design guidelines for the Precast Paver 
System for the Public Sidewalks of Uptown Charlotte for paver specifications and details 
for pavers over concrete sub-slab base. 

 Banding- A 2‟ granite banding shall be located where the building intersects the 
sidewalk, that banding is located from granite curbing one side of the block to the other 
side of the block. 
2’ granite shall be located along the back of the curb and run from one end of the granite banding 

in front of the buildings to the other end of that granite banding.  Under the curbside granite 

banding will be a utility chase for electricity, potable water and irrigation. 

Granite banding shall also be placed around the large and small ornamental planters. The pattern 

and dimensions of banding shall match the banding in the original Mall. See TSMSS- Large and 

Small Ornamental Planters for details.        

 

6. Utility Chase – Required  
The irrigation water, irrigation controller wire, and a spare sleeve shall be located in a utility chase 
immediately behind the curb under the 2‟ granite banding.  Pull boxes shall be located at all 
places along the utility chase where the services go into or come out of the chase. (For example, 
at the street trees, the irrigation into the tree planter is fed from the pull box.) See TSMSS-Utility 
Chase for details. 

 

 

7. Ornamental Planters – Optional  
Ornamental planters are recommended for both block faces between Ninth Street and Tenth 
Street. Both large and small sizes shall be used and a minimum of three planters are required per 
block face. The edge of an ornamental planter shall be located no closer than 7‟ from a tree 
planter edge. Ornamental planter edges can be no closer than 20‟ and no farther than 25‟ from 
another ornamental planter. No tree planters are allowed between ornamental planters, but there 
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shall be at least one street tree between the ornamental planters and the street intersection. If the 
ornamental planters are not installed then street trees shall installed between Ninth Street and 
Tenth Street. See TSMSS-Large and Small Ornamental Planters for details. 
 

8. Lighting - Optional  
 Mall pedestrian fixtures, shoebox fixtures and signal mast arms shall match the original in 
design, color, finish and spacing. Spacing for pedestrian street fixtures shall range from 50‟ on 
center to 60‟ on center. The fixture at the end of each block face and the fixture closest to the 
center point of the block face shall include a mall pedestrian fixture and a shoebox type fixture.  
The pedestrian signals and signal mast arm that will be required will be the responsibility of the 
City but will require coordination with the developer. See TSMSS-Lighting for details. 
 

9. Benches – Optional  
Benches are double sided and the support posts for the benches are typically located six (6) feet 
from the centerline of the pedestrian light fixtures, on both sides of the light pole. Irrigation 
controllers for the Mall are located on the bench support post that is closest to the irrigation 
valves. To calculate requirements a minimum one set of benches per 75„ of Tryon Street frontage 
is required. See TSMSS-Benches for details.  
 

10. Kiosks and Bus Shelters – Optional  
A kiosk or a bus shelter is required for each Mall block. The design of the kiosk or bus shelter 
shall match the existing structures in the Mall. Contact the City Engineer for construction 
documents for the kiosks and bus shelters in the original mall.  A bus shelter or kiosk is required 
to house the back flow device for potable water; one back flow preventer is required for each mall 
block The first project within a mall block that is 50% or greater of a block face (measured along 
the ROW of Tryon Street) is required to install a kiosk or bus shelter. The bus shelter shall be 
installed if there is an existing bus stop on the Tryon Street frontage or if CATS requires that there 
shall be a stop along the Tryon Street frontage. 
 

11. Flowerpots – Optional  
Pots for additional flowers are not required. If they are installed, flowerpots shall be one of the 
three standards in size, design and color. The flowerpots shall not be placed to impede 
pedestrian traffic through the area. A minimum 6‟ clear pedestrian area shall be maintained at all 
times. Maintenance for the flowerpots shall not be the responsibility of the City. If the pots are not 
maintained or are placed to block pedestrian traffic, the owner shall be given notice and if they do 
not comply, the City shall remove the flowerpots. See TSMSS-Flowerpots for details. 
 

12. Trash Receptacles – Optional  
There must be a minimum of three (3) trash receptacles per block face.  The receptacles should 
be evenly distributed within that block face. The City removes the trash from the trash 
receptacles. See TSMSS-Trash Receptacles for details. 
 

13. Outdoor Eating Areas – Optional 

When installing a barricaded area for outdoors eating, a minimum 6’ clear pedestrian path shall be 

maintained at all times. 

 
14. Regulatory Signage - Optional 

Regulatory signage shall be located on the pedestrian light poles. 
 

15. Potable Water – Optional  
To supply water sources for festivals and cleaning efforts ground hydrants are required at two 
locations per block face. Backflow preventers for the potable water are located in enclosed boxes 
within either a bus shelter or kiosk and shall be the responsibility of the entity that constructed the 
bus shelter or kiosk. The pipes into and from the backflow preventer shall be heated with heat 
tape to prevent freezing. There shall be one backflow preventer per mall block that will supply 
water to four ground hydrants, distributed two per block face. To distribute the water sources 
within the block, face the ground hydrants must be a minimum of 200‟ apart. All water systems 
shall meet CMU requirements. See TSMSS-Potable Water for details. 
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16. Electric Service – Optional  

A 20-amp outlet is required in every other tree planter. There shall be one 100-amp outlet per 
mall block and it shall be located in a tree planter near the center of the block. All electrical 
service shall meet the appropriate codes for outdoor electric service. 

 
Maintenance 

The City shall maintain the Tryon Street ROW excluding any flowerpots.  
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NOTE:  These Guidelines also include seven pages of maps depicting the required species of street 
trees in the Core Area.  Those pages have been superseded by the 2004 Street Tree Types Maps as 
presented in Exhibit 2. 
 
 

+++++ 


